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The picture painted by this behavior is not that of a moderate power eager to fit into a regulated
international system. Rather, China's recent conduct looks more like 19th-century mercantilism.
The recent clash with Japan was probably an opportunistic test of the new Japanese
leadership and of the strength of the U.S.-Japan security alliance. Fortunately, the Obama
administration, after some initial mixed signals, voiced support for the alliance. Japan, South Korea
and other U.S. allies in the region have appeared to rediscover the wisdom of U.S. ties in light of
China's behavior. Washington must stand by them firmly.
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? China's behavior has reminded the world that it remains an authoritarian state with national and territorial grievances.
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